
FOULDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Ordinary Parish Council Meeting will be held on 4th September 2025  

starting at 6.00pm in Foulden Village Hall 

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and 

resolving upon the business to be transacted at the meeting.    

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend. 

 

Sharon Sweet Temporary Clerk to Foulden Parish Council   29th August 2025 

 

AGENDA 

1. To consider apologies for absence 

2. To receive Declaration of Interests and any requests for dispensation 

(Guidance for councillors is available at 

https://www.fouldenparishcouncil.gov.uk/councillors) 

3. To agree the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 29th May 2025 

4. Public forum – for members of the public to comment on agenda items, and to 

receive updates from District and County Councillors.   

5. Clerk Report  

6. To note the visit of MP Terry Jermy on 19th July to the village and agree follow-up letter 

from the meeting with Cllr Parker, requesting support to improve broadband speeds in the 

village; support on obtaining grants for new play equipment on Recreation Ground; request 

to NCC and Cllr Eagle to add Foulden to the mobile library route 

7. To receive and discuss feedback from the community questionnaire and agree any 

further actions 

8. To note the NCC Parish Partnership Scheme 2025–26 and consider any eligible projects 

for inclusion in the 2026–27 budget 

9. To ratify Section 137 expenditure for VJ wreath and approve Section 137 expenditure 

for Remembrance Day wreath 

10. Parish Council Noticeboards (4): 

a) To receive update on the installation of the new noticeboard at the Village Hall 

b) To consider and approve a plan for the remaining 3 noticeboards including; agree 

order of replacement/refurbishment/removal; to agree which locations, if any, should 

be open public access for community use  

c) To consider offer received for ongoing noticeboard maintenance 

11. Parish Council Streetlights 

a) To receive update on streetlight visual inspection and agree next steps 

12. Trees (Recreation Ground and Village Hall): 

a) To receive the tree report and additional information 

b) To receive quotations for priority works from the tree report (3 quotes requested; as 

at the issuance of this agenda - 0 received) and appoint contractor.  NB quotes 

received after the issuance of this agenda and before the meeting day may be 

considered by council  

c) To receive residents correspondence regarding trees and consider any further 

actions 

https://www.fouldenparishcouncil.gov.uk/councillors
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/39173/Parish-Partnership-Scheme#:~:text=Each%20year%20local%20councils%20are,parish%20councils%20contribute%20the%20balance.


FOULDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

13. To receive resident correspondence, requesting additional litter bin end of School 

Road, near walnut tree 

14. Administration and Governance: 

a) To agree to add the new litter bin outside the Recreation Ground and climbing wall to 

the asset register and insurance policy 

b) To approve reimbursement to Cllr Green for the gov.uk domain invoices 

c) To consider request for training course for the Clerk: Grant Funding and the Project 

Process £48.00 

15. Finance: 

a) To authorise payments and note any monies received 

b) To review and sign the cash book reconciliation 

c) To receive budget monitoring report and consider any recommendations 

16. Planning: 

a) To note planning application considered between meetings under delegated 

authority: 

PL/2025/0738/VAR – Variation of condition 3 on pp 3PL/2018/0565/HOU – Pre-

commencement condition not discharged before work started.  Council response: No 

additional comment 

b) To receive notification of any decisions from Breckland District Council. None at the 

time of issuance of this agenda 

17. Public Forum 

18. To receive items for the next agenda 

19. To agree an additional meeting for 2025 in mid-October 2025 and consider moving to a 

bi-monthly meeting format in 2026 

To consider the passing of a resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972) that the public and press 

be excluded from the meeting for item 20. on the grounds that it could involve the likely 

disclosure of private and confidential information  

20. To decide on the process for appointing a permanent Parish Clerk & RFO, including where 

to advertise the post, salary band and hours or confirm the current temporary arrangement 

on a permanent basis 

  

https://www.norfolkpts.org/courses/grant-funding-and-the-project-process
https://www.norfolkpts.org/courses/grant-funding-and-the-project-process


Clerk Report Sept 2025 

 

Update on items not elsewhere on the Sept 2025 agenda (information only, no decisions 

can be made under this item) 

 

Cllr West has installed the litter bin outside the Recreation Ground.   

 

 

Npower streetlighting bill 

To note: 

 

The bill for 2024-25 has now been received and is included in the pack.  Npower’s new system 

appears to have regenerated invoices for 2022-23 and 2023-24 and is showing these as ‘due’.  I 

am querying this with them as I can see they have been paid.  Response awaited from Npower. 



I have reported street lights as ‘on during the day’ to Cozens – 9008 School Road; 9018 School 

Road; 9004 Uptons Way 

 

The grant of £7,250.00  has been received to the parish council bank account for the NET of VAT 

cost of the climbing wall plus installation.   

 

Regarding the accounts for 2024-25, the external auditor has logged the notification of exempt 

status for the year ended 31 March 2025  

 

A request for refund of £782.48 for overpaid PAYE to HMRC has been submitted to HMRC. 

 

Members should note the Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025, has now been 

confirmed,  3.2% pay increase effective from 1st April 2025 

 

 

 

 



August 2025 
 

Foulden Parish Council – Street Lighting Report & Phased Renewal Plan 

Author: Sharon Sweet, Temporary Clerk  

Purpose: To note the outcome of the visual street lighting survey and approve Year 1 works and funding. 

Proposed Five-Year Plan 

Year 1 (2025–26) – current year bracket replacements 

• Scope: 6 × new brackets to columns 9001, 9010, 9013, 9014, 9015, 9016 

• Cost: £990 ex VAT (includes labour) 

Year 2 (2026–27) – LED & control gear upgrades 

• Scope: 7 × new LED heads with bracket arms and GRP cabinet boxes; all with LA fuse cut-outs 

inside 

• Estimated cost: £1,715 ex VAT (incl. labour) – fresh quote to be obtained at the time 

Years 3–5 (2027–30) – End-of-life concrete columns 

• Scope: Replace 1 concrete column per year (total 3) 

• Estimated cost: £2,500 ex VAT per column per year (incl. install) – subject to quotes in-year 

Optional (recommended for planning): Structural test – steel columns 

• Timing: 2026–27 

• Estimated cost: ~£300 

• Purpose: Evidence-based life-extension or replacement timing; supports budgeting and audit trail. 

Notes: All future figures are estimates and will be refreshed with competitive quotes in-year. VAT is 

reclaimable as usual. 

Budget & Funding 

• Earmarked reserve for streetlight replacement (current): £1,500 

• Recommendation: Fund Year 1 works (£990 ex VAT) from this earmarked reserve. 

Decisions Requested 

1. Approve Year 1 works: 6 × bracket replacements to columns 9001/9010/9013/9014/9015/9016 at 

£990 ex VAT (incl. labour). 

2. Approve funding source: Year 1 from the earmarked streetlight reserve. 

3. Note and adopt the five-year plan in principle, with quotes to be refreshed each year before 

commitment. 

4. (Optional) Consider agreeing in principle to a steel column structural test (~£300) in 2026–27, 

subject to budget and formal quote. 

  



August 2025 
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 















































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
 

  

   
 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Residents’ Correspondence – Trees at Recreation Ground 

 

1. Trees along Recreation Ground boundary (Vicarage Road, near play/gym 

equipment) 

• A resident has raised concerns about the height of trees bordering their 

garden and the park. 

• Reports of short branches and debris falling into their garden and onto their 

roof during high winds. 

• Concern about gym/play equipment located underneath these trees. 

• Asked whether there is a tree management plan in place and who they should 

contact. 

• Queried whether the trees with tags are subject to Tree Preservation Orders 

or are in a Conservation Area. 

2. Willow group on the eastern boundary of the Recreation Ground (Vicarage 

Road side) 

• A resident expressed concern that the willow trees have become too large 

and brittle. 

• Reports of branches falling into their garden in high winds, and larger limbs 

falling onto the pathway into the Recreation Ground last winter. 

• Concern that falling branches could cause serious injury to children or users. 

• Requested that the willows be pollarded/reduced before storm season. 

• Asked for an update on the results of the recent tree survey and what actions 

will follow. 

 



 



Appendix A – Payments 

Foulden Parish Council — Payment Schedule: June 2025 

. 

A. Retrospective Approval (Paid in May, missed from minutes) 

Payee Description Amount (£) 
Payment 

Method 
Notes 

S Blythe Internal Audit 24/25 125.00 BACS Paid in May, not minuted 

 

B. June Payments – Contractual and Pre-Agreed at Previous Meetings 

Payee Description 
Amount 

(£) 

Payment 

Method 
Notes 

S Sweet Clerk Salary – June 2025 406.47 BACS Contractual 

S Sweet 
Clerk Expenses – Mileage (file 

handover) 
27.00 BACS 

HMRC rate, agreed 

staffing contract 

G Fendick 

Landscaping 

Grounds Maintenance (Mar–

May 2025) 
936.00 BACS Pre-approved contractor 

Broadland Computers Anti-Virus Licence – 1 year 25.00 BACS IT protection 

Ravencroft Tree 

Services Ltd 

Tree Risk Assessment 

(Recreation Charity) 
540.00 BACS 

Pre-approved May 

meeting 

     TOTAL  £1934.47 

 

C. Receipts to Note in June 2025 

Payer Description 
Amount 

(£) 

Date 

Received 
Notes 

National 

Lottery 

Grant for new climbing wall (Rec 

Ground) 
7,250.00 6th June 2025 

Net cost of wall; earmarked 

spend 

 

D. Internal Transfer FROM the Instant Access Savings TO the current account 

£3000.00 

  



Foulden Parish Council — Payment Schedule: July 2025 

.  

A. July Payments – Contractual and Pre-Agreed at Previous Meetings 

Payee Description 
Amount 

(£) 

Payment 

Method 
Notes 

S Sweet Clerk Salary – July 2025 406.47 BACS Contractual 

G Fendick 

Landscaping 

Grounds Maintenance (June 

2025) 
312.00 BACS 

Pre-approved 

contractor 

Unity Bank 
Monthly banking fee June & 

July 
  12.00 BACS Banking charge 

     

     TOTAL  £ 730.47 

 

B. Receipts to Note in July 2025 

Payer Description Amount (£) Date Received Notes 

Breckland DC Recycling payment 2025 300.69 23 July 2025 Recycling credits 

 

C. Internal Transfer FROM the Instant Access Savings TO the current account 

n/a 

 

 

  



Foulden Parish Council — Payment Schedule: Aug 2025 

.  

A. August Payments – Contractual and Pre-Agreed at Previous Meetings 

Payee Description 
Amount 

(£) 

Payment 

Method 
Notes 

S Sweet Clerk Salary – Aug 2025 406.47 BACS Contractual* 

G Fendick 

Landscaping 

Grounds Maintenance (July 

2025) 
312.00 BACS Pre-approved contractor 

Unity Bank Monthly banking fee Aug    6.00 BACS Banking charge 

RBL  VJ Wreath (Section 137)  27.50 BACS Within S137 budget 

Cozens 
Lighting maintenance June-Aug 

contract 
 44.00 BACS Pre-approved contractor 

N West 
Reimbursement (supplies for 

litter bin) 
 60.99 BACS 

Pre-agreed minutes May 

2025 

Kingfisher New litter bin 281.88 BACS 
Pre-agreed minutes May 

2025 

     TOTAL  £1138.84  

 

B. Receipts to Note in August 2025 

Payer Description Amount (£) Date Received Notes 

     

 

C. Internal Transfer FROM the Instant Access Savings TO the current account 

n/a 

 

 

 

  



Foulden Parish Council — Payment Schedule: up to 28th August 2025 

. 

 

A. Payments up to 28th August  

Payee Description Amount (£) Payment Method Notes 

Ansvar Update to insurance policy, add climbing wall  13.26 BACS  

Cllr J Green Reimbursement gov.uk subscription with 20i 137.98 BACS  

NPower Streetlighting Apr 2024-Mar 2025 483.66 BACS  

NPTS Training – Grants & Projects  48.00 BACS  

     TOTAL   £ 682.90 

 

B. Receipts to Note up to 28th August 2025 

     

     

 

 



The bank statement has been reconciled against the cashbook  to 28TH Aug 2025 

 

CASHBOOK 

Opening balance 01.04.2025 £ 5117.97   

 

PLUS receipts    £13894.75 

 

LESS payments   £ 7009.91 

 

 

TOTAL     £12002.81 - A 

 

 

BANK STATEMENTS to 28th August 2025: 

Current account    £8244.11 

Savings     £ 5574.84 

SUB TOTAL     £13818.95 (includes grant £7250: climbing wall) 

 

PLUS uncashed receipts 28th August £       0.00 

LESS uncashed payments 28th August £ 1816.14 (payments to be authorised) 

 

Adjusted bank balance TOTAL  £12002.81 -B 

 

Cash in hand (A) = adjusted bank balance (B) 

 



2025/6 Budget 2024/5
Income to date 2025/6
 Bank Interest 35.93£               £50.00 38.91£             
 Donations -£                   
Grants 7,250.00£         
Insurance -£                   785.39£          
 Misc -£                   
 Precept 5,731.00£         £11,462.00 9,122.00£       
 Recycling 300.69£             £300.00 309.15£          
 VAT 577.13£             £550.00 396.05£          

Total 13,894.75£       12,362.00£     10,651.50£     

Expenditure 
Clerk Salary 2,030.61£         £5,280.00 6,574.25£       
PAYE -£                   £220.00 909.20£          
Pension -£                   £0.00
 Audit 125.00£             £125.00 45.00£             
 Bank Charges 24.00£               £84.00 71.40£             
 Communications  -£                   £60.00 40.00£             
 Contingency -£                   £400.00
 Data Protection -£                   £35.00 35.00£             
 Defibrillator -£                   £120.00
 Elections -£                   
 Grass Cutting 1,300.00£         £1,810.00
 Grass Cutting Church 250.00£             £250.00 250.00£          
 Grounds Maint (trees) 450.00£             
 Insurance 663.39£             £650.00 1,288.56£       
 Information Tech. 282.41£             £250.00 746.32£          
 Legal / Consultancy 400.00£             £200.00 350.00£          
 Membership -£                   £100.00 240.66£          
 Miscellaneous -£                   
 Office / Admin 27.00£               £550.00 586.11£          
 Recreation Field -£                   £500.00 1,060.00£       
 S137 27.50£               £250.00 270.00£          
 Streetlights Electricity 460.63£             £650.00 581.94£          
 Streetlights Maintenance 74.00£               £148.00 110.60£          
 Training 40.00£               £150.00
 Village Hall 32.50£               1,545.39£       
 Village Maintenance 295.89£             £400.00 1,100.00£       
 War Memorial -£                   
 Website -£                   £130.00
 White Gates -£                   -£                 
 VAT 526.98£             577.13£          
Total 7,009.91£         12,362.00£     16,381.56£    

FOULDEN Parish Council
Accounts for year ending 31st March 2025


